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mounted to repel a raid by Italian surface ships, whilst
high-angle batteries studded the place to deal with
any flying war-craft of New Rome that might have
come hurtling through the skies to destroy the pipe-
line and oil-installation in the bend of the bay.
I had a dim remembrance of hearing a pacifist
preacher at home, a couple of years ago, who had tried
to interest Dorset folks in some protest his organiza-
tion was making about Japan fortifying some of her
mandated islands in the Pacific, a place called Yap,
so far as I could recall. Palestine was a mandate, too,
and we had certainly spent a lot of money in fortifying
Haifa during those months of crisis. We have a saying
down in the West Country which goes, " Doan't 'ee
do as I do, but do as I do tell *ee to/' It seems to
describe Britain's way of doing things to a hand's-
breadth.
Southwards I was looking straight across the levels
of Armageddon, studded with Jewish farms and
colonies. The green dome of Mount Tabor jutted over
the rim of hills running from the Place of Precipi-
tation; through my glasses I could see the ruins of a
city wall running round its summit, as well as the high
beautiful building of the Franciscan church erected
in recent years on ancient fo*indations above the
legendary site of the Transfiguration.
It did not interest me. I do not know quite what to
make of the Transfiguration. I half believe that it was
just one of those incidents with which every chronicler
of the life of some ancient Religion-founder loves to
embellish Ms tale. Yet there may be nothing but
sober truth in it, for otherwise why should Luke in